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Summer 2011 
 

 
 

We’re home from the Triennial Convention/ 

Gathering that was held in Spokane, WA. There 

were 8 delegates from New England for the 

Convention and 22 women that flew out for the 

Gathering.  It was truly an inspirational 

Gathering and interesting Convention. 
 

At the Convention we spent 2 ½ days 

worshiping, electing a new churchwide Board, 

and deliberating resolutions that had been 

presented before the delegates. 
 

The Gathering was busy with keynote speakers, 

workshops, worship, fellowship, book signings, 

and visiting Camp Dianoigo where we could 

visit booths, make quilts, experience zumba, 

make jewelry, and just have a good time. 
 

One of our keynote speakers was Leymah 

Gbowee from Liberia, Africa who led Interfaith 

women in a mission for peace.  We viewed her 

documentary ―Pray the Devil Back to Hell‖ and 

each showing of the DVD was ―packed‖ with 

women.  I purchased the DVD and will loan it 

to any unit who would like to show it as a 

program.  Just let me know and I’ll get it to 

you. 
 

I was one of the seven women from New 

England and we were among 365 men and 

women who did the 5K Run, Walk & Roll for 

―Raising Up Healthy Women & Girls‖ that was 

held in Riverfront Park.  It was a great early 

morning walk. 
 

Due to weather and mechanical problems, some 

women had trouble with their flights on the way 

there and some of us had trouble on our way 

home.  The three of us traveling together to 

Connecticut were suppose to arrive at Bradley 

Airport (Hartford) 5:30ish on Sunday night and 

we actually arrived at 1:00 a.m. Tuesday 

morning.  Of course we didn’t have our luggage 

as it was already checked and it actually arrived 

home before we did. 
 

The theme for the Gathering was ―Renew, 

Respond, Rejoice!‖ and we responded by being 

patient and counted our blessings, of which were 

the following: 
 

* We didn’t have any children with us! 
 

* The airline gave us food vouchers! 
 

* We met a couple who told us about the hotel 

    they had been staying at in a town nearby 

    and we were able to get the LAST room for 

    the night. 
 

* The hotel gave us toothbrushes & 

   toothpaste! 
 

* We were together and not facing this alone! 
 

* Our cell phones held out (note to ourselves, 

   when packing carry-on luggage, be sure to 

   pack cell phone chargers!) 
 

* We were inside in the air conditioning and 

    not out in the heat! 
 

* We had a day of rest after a busy week! 
 

* We were able to catch up on our reading! 
 

*  We were getting our exercise by lots of 

    walking! 
 

HAVE YOU COUNTED YOUR 

BLESSINGS TODAY! 

Marci Sharp 

       

 

FEED THE WOMEN – The 3
rd

 Course 

 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars and send in 

your registration form for the upcoming New 

England Women of the ELCA Retreat, ―Feed the 

Woman – The 3
rd

 course‖ which will be held on 

Saturday, October 1
st
.   

 

This is a day for YOU -  bring your fellow 

Lutherans, your friends, and youth from your 

church so they can have a day for them too! 

 

There is information & a registration form in this 

newsletter and also on the Synod Website: 

 

http://www.newenglandsynod.org/partners 

 

  

http://www.newenglandsynod.org/partners
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

A LOOK AHEAD ….. 
 

Feed the Woman Retreat 

The Third Course 
Saturday, October 1, 2011 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Worcester, MA 

 

Region 7 Spiritual Retreat 
April 27-29, 2012 
Purdy Center,  
Camp of the Woods 
Specular, NY 
 

New England Women of the ELCA 

Biennial Convention 

October 26-27, 2012  

At Camp Calumet 

 

 
 

Addresses have been added for 

some for those who would like to 

send cards. 
  

 Deborah Campbell as she continues with 

health issues. 8 Nasturtium Terrace, Concord, 

NH  03303-3427. 

 Carolyn Ackerman - doing fairly well at her 

home in Montana, but she would love to hear 

from those who know her.  Her address is:  c/o 

Hansen Cottage, 2509 Mission Way, Billings, 

MT 59102. 

  Connie Kutz, unable to write anymore but 

she would love to get cards and calls of 

encouragement from women she's known from 

her many years of leadership and participation in 

Women of the ELCA.  Her address and phone 

number are:  PO Box 503, East Otis, MA 01029 

and phone number is 1-413-269-6265. 

 Martha Anne Hartman as she continues to 

improve with health problems. 180A Cedar 

Terrace, Natick, MA 01760  

  All service men and women stationed in war 

torn areas of our world. 
  Remembering the women of the SE 

Minnesota Synod, our partner synod. 

 

!! ATTENTION !! 

Nellie’s Notes is changing!  Due to costs, NN is 
being sent via the internet (online or e-mail).  
 

If you have a current subscription for a paper 
copy you will continue to receive that until it 
expires or you renew.   
 

You may still get a paper copy by subscribing, 
the cost is still $5. 
 

If you have problems receiving NN let me know. 
 

NN is also available on the New England 
Website under New England Women of the 
ELCA.   

 

 
 
    This is a warm, welcoming, and friendly group of 

women. On Saturday, April 30, 2011, I had the 

wonderful experience of attending the Spring 

Gathering in Wethersfield, part of the Greater 

Hartford, Central and Eastern Connecticut 

Conference at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.  It was a 

great Gathering.   Although Wethersfield is only a 

short 1 hour drive, I had never been there.  It is a 

lovely town.  On arriving at the Gathering, I was 

warmly welcomed by Sue Sonstrom and Tracy 

Carlson, Co-Conveners for the past two years 
 

Their theme for this year’s Gathering was ―Caring 

and Sharing in God’s Community.‖  The worship 

service with Rev. R. Maureen Hawksley of St. Paul’s 

in Middletown gave us an insight into how important 

women are to the church and their congregation.  

Melissa Cheyney of St. Paul’s Wethersfield was the 

Minister of Music and led us in some familiar hymns, 

all dwelling on caring and sharing.    Rev. Hugh 

Haffenreffer of St. Paul’s was the presiding minister. 
 

We had two interesting workshops.  The first was 

Pocketful of Joy presented by Charlotte Hunter, 

from Tanzania, who enlightened us with an awesome 

presentation of the challenges and rewards as 

Pocketful of Joy ministers to 20,000 Tanzanian 

children in educating them, getting them medical 

services, including doctors, dentists, and eye doctors.  

Charlotte is a dynamic speaker and kept us all 

interested in the challenges, the joys and rewards in 

running a program such as Pocketful of Joy.  
 

Our second workshop was presented by Pastor Joel 

Neubaur who led us in an energetic workshop on 

―Devotions in Motion‖.  He gave us an explanation 

of the word ―LOVE‖  which is:  L –  Listen to God; 

O – Observe your neighbors; V- Verify if there is a 

problem; E – Evangelical Empathy – women can 
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empathize with people who have less and then when 

we get the call - we answer.   
 

There were 54 women present representing 11 

different congregations.  One-half of the offering 

received went to the New England Women of the 

ELCA and the other half to Pocketful of Joy.  During 

the lunch hour, there was a presentation for the Food 

Pantry in Wethersfield and a running computer 

program led by Scott Haney of the food situation in 

the United States.  Both of these were interesting.  In- 

kind gifts were received for the benefit of Hawk 

Wing Indian Reservation and the Food Pantry in 

Wethersfield. 
 

The following 

women were 

installed as 

officers:   
 

Carla 

Stolzenthaler, 

Convener, for 

a one-year term (in the middle of the front row). 

~ Elfrieda (Freddie) Wilson & Anne Dietrich, Co-

Recorders, this is the last year of their 2
nd

 term. 

Freddie is on the right in the front row.  Ann is the 

first person in back row. 

~ Beverly Gerosa as Financial Recorder who is in her 

2
nd

 year of her first term.  (Unavailable for photo).  

 Tracy Carlson, past Co-convener on the left in the 

first row and Sue Sonstrom on the right in back row. 
 

Reported by Ursula Paradis 

 
From Synod Assembly 
Women of the ELCA Table manned by Marci Sharp, 
President with Cryus Warner at 
his first assembly and Ade Monareh, a member of 
Imanuel Indonesian Lutheran Church, Newington, 

N.H. 
 
OôB Rock enjoying 
some lunch. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Triennial Report 

Welcome to Washington 

Triennial Attendees: OôB Rock, Ann Anderson, vEenessa 
Acham, Annie Boemig, Liz Burgess, Maude Chasse, Edith 
Sherman, Alice Carlson, Clare Gordon, George Gordon, 
Pat Kelly, Ade Monareh, Lyn Morin, Noreen Noll, Sarah 
Okerlund, Ursula Paradis, Joan Pouliot, Marci Sharp, 
Stephanie Sherry, Nancy Stone, Cynthia Stroschein, Peggy 
Yingst (Not all in picture) 

 

 
     With Bishop Hanson 
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Reflections 
From Lyn Morin:  This conference had 
everything:  great worship, awesome 
community, education, regeneration, motivation, 
scenic sight-seeing, rest and relaxation, good 
shopping, and plenty of exercise.  It was my first 
Triennial, and with hope, not my last! 

 

From O’B Rock:  ―Claim your space‖ and ―He 

who calls you will equip you‖.  These are the 

two quotes I came home with from the Triennial 

Gathering in Spokane. 

     The first quote is from Leymah Gbowee, our 

keynote speaker from Liberia.  Leymah was 

urging women all over the world to encourage 

peace by claiming the space where they are, in 

the office, in the neighborhood, or in the subway 

to be a place of peace.  She did in Liberia and 

organized a whole country of women to require 

peace where they were, and it worked!  Ms. 

Gbowee encouraged all the women at the 

conference to require peace where they are and 

reminded us that places of war are not the only 

places that don’t have peace.  ―Claim you 

space.‖ 

     The second quote I wrote on a sticky note.  It 

was with many of my notes from the Gathering 

workshops, and Worships.  That’s all I wrote.  

―He who calls you will equip you‖.  I can’t tell if 

its part of a Bible verse, or if it is a quote from 

one of our presenters or from a worship leader.  

Still the quote has stayed with me since I’ve 

come home.  To me it means God will always 

give you what you need to do what he calls you 

to do.  I have sometimes been afraid to listen for 

God’s call for fear I could not do what he asks.  

Now I will be more open.   

     One of the workshops I attended was based 

on a Women of the ELCA resource called ―Gifts 

for You, Opening your spiritual gifts.‖  This 

resource is a test for you to determine what your 

spiritual gifts are.  Everyone has them, but not 

everyone recognizes them.  It’s a great resource 

and I think that any congregational unit leader 

would easily be able to present this to their unit.  

I’d be glad to help anyone that needed it. 

     I think the 22 Lutherans from New England 

had a great time.  Start now to prepare for 

Charlotte N.C. in 2014.  Oh and if anyone knows 

who said ―He who calls you will equip you‖ 

please let me know.  Blessings  
 

From Ursula Paradis: What an exciting 
experience it was to attend my first Triennial.  
There were so many wonderful speakers and 
great workshops that it is hard to choose which 
was my favorite. 
 

However, I truly did enjoy Bishopôs Hansonôs 
presentation.  Among all the good news he gave 
us about what the Lutheran church has 
accomplished this year and how important the 
Women of the ELCA are, he also gave us the 
following challenge: 
 

     Call or write to our congressmen and 
senators and tell them to vote morally.  
     Voting a Moral Document that sustains those 
who live in poverty. 
 

This is an easy thing to do.  Iôm going to do it 
right now. 
 

Ursula was one of the winners in Lutheran 

Immigration and Refugee Service’s win-to-

give raffle. The Welcome baskets went to a 

family from Burma who just arrived to 

Seattle, to decorate their new apartment. As 

they settle in, they will know that they are 

loved by the Women of the ELCA! 

 

From Sarah Okerlund 

     By the time O’B and I arrived at the 

Minnesota airport and were waiting for our final 

flight to Spokane, there were Lutheran ladies 

everywhere we looked!  We were the only two 

on our flight out of Providence, and maybe there 

were a few on our flight out of Washington, DC, 

but the group waiting at the gate in Minnesota 

was filled with Lutheran ladies!  How did we 

know?  They certainly weren’t carrying casserole 

dishes and jello salads (food is not allowed on 

airplanes anymore!) but they were still 

identifiable.  Sure, some were wearing t-shirts 

from their home churches, and others carried tote 

bags from previous Lutheran events, but I think 

it was the look of anticipation and excitement on 

their faces that made them easy to spot.  They 

looked like I was feeling—excited to be headed 

out to a new city, glad for the opportunity to 

serve their synod, and thrilled to be a part of a 

gathering of over 2000 Lutheran ladies! 

     The first two and a half days were filled with 

business meetings.  We worked hard for all those 

hours!  It was a joy to watch Beth Wrenn 

officiate (many of you met her at our own 

convention in Connecticut last fall), exciting to 

be a part of the election of a new president and 
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national board, and I was sad when our own O’B 

was not elected to be a part of that board.  

Throughout the meetings (and during the entire 

week) I was impressed by the level of 

professionalism and talents of the staff of 

Women of the ELCA.  

     On Thursday afternoon, the delegates were 

finished with the business of the week, and the 

Gathering began!  At this point, about 2000 

women from all over the country were arriving 

in Spokane: all with that same look of 

anticipation and excitement I saw in the airport.  

It was a thrill to be a part of such a group! 

     ―Renew, Respond, Rejoice!‖ was the theme 

for the week.  Nora Gallagher addressed the 

―renew‖ portion on Friday morning by 

reminding us to live in the moment more—and 

not worry so much about what was coming next.  

On Saturday morning, Leymah Gbowee called 

us to ―respond‖ to injustices that we see not only 

across the world, but in our own backyards.  And 

there was great ―rejoicing‖ at the final worship 

service on Saturday evening as 2000 women 

(and a few men) sang, prayed and shared a meal 

together.   

     Wow!  I could go on and on about all I 

learned, all I was given to think about, and all the 

fun I had!  It was a great week!  I’m grateful to 

the women of the New England Synod for 

sending me as a delegate.  I can’t wait to go to 

the next convention/gathering that will be held in 

Charlotte, NC in the summer of 2014!  I hope to 

see many more from New England at that 

gathering!  (You don’t even have to change time 

zones next time!) Plan for the gathering now—

put it on your calendar and start to set aside a 

little money each week.  You’ve got three 

years—but it will be here before you know it! 

Peace 
 

PS.  Don’t forget!  We are having our own mini 

―renew, respond, rejoice‖ opportunity on 

October 1
st
, 2011—Feed the Woman: The Third 

Course—hope to see many of you there!!  

 

Gifts in Tribute 

Contributions 

 

In Memory ofé 

                                                             

GIFTS IN TRIBUTE PROGRAM 
 

Is there someone special that you’d like to honor 

or memorialize?  Perhaps, you’d like to 

remember your Secret Sister, or someone in your 

organization that you’d like to thank, or someone 

who is celebrating a birthday or anniversary, etc.  

Then why not send a gift of $5, $10, $15, $25, or 

whatever amount you chose to the ―Gifts in 

Tribute‖ program! 
 

Through the ―Gifts in Tribute‖ program, 

contributions are made to the New England 

Women of the ELCA Scholarship Fund.  Each 

year the New England Women of the ELCA 

awards a scholarship to a mature woman who is 

continuing her education.  This program 

provides an opportunity to remember someone 

who has been important to others and to also 

contribute to the scholarship program. 

_______________________________________ 

PLEASE PRINT: 
 

Name: _________________________________ 

 

Street Address:  __________________________         

 

City  ______________State ____Zip _________ 
 

Amount of Contribution:  _____$5  _____$10    

______$15   ______$20   ______$25  

_____Other 
 

In Memory of:  
___________________________________________________________ 
 

In Honor of:  
___________________________________________________________ 
 

Gift Acknowledgment should be sent to: 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 
 

Donations can be sent to:  Nancy Wogman 

P.O. Box 162 

60 Old Mill Road 

West Ossipee, NH 

03890-0162 
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NELLIEôS NOTES * 
New England Lutheran Ladies in Evangelism 

 

A Source of Information for 

Congregational Units 
 

Sent by the 

New England Women of the ELCA Board 
 

Nellie’s Notes is the newsletter for New England 

Women of the ELCA.  It is sent to all churches, board 

members and conference officers four times a year.  If 

you would like a personal copy mailed to your home 

address, the cost is $5.00 per year.  Gift subscriptions are 

also available for that special friend you may wish to 

honor.  The check should be made payable to New 

England Women of the ELCA.  E-Mail subscriptions 

will arrive sooner and at no charge. 
 

Complete the form and mail it to: 

 Paula Rosenbeck 

295 Cathole Road 

 Litchfield, CT 06759 

 

                             (detach and mail) 
 

                           PLEASE PRINT 

Check one:                          
 

  Personal Subscription ___________   ___________ 
                                             (new)          (Renewed) 

  New Gift Subscription ________________________ 

 

  Updated as a new Congregational Officer  _________ 

 

Your Name: __________________________________ 

Send subscription to: 
 

____________________________________________ 
                                 (Name) 

 

____________________________________________ 
                             (Street Address) 

 

_____________________________    _____________    
                       (City)                        (State) 

9-digit zip code: ______________________________ 

 

OR e-mail address: ___________________________ 

 

Telephone No:   (         ) ________________________ 

 

Church:   ____________________________________ 
                                         (Name) 

___________________________      ______________ 
                       (City)                                        (State)         

 

NELLIE’S NOTES * 
PUBLICATION DEADLINES 

 

The byline on the mailing page states that 

Nellieôs Notes is ñA source of Information for 
Congregational Units sent Quarterly by your 

N. E. Wom en of the ELCA Board.ò 
 

Regular reports from committees should be submitted 

for each issue.  Look around to what is happening in 

your units, conferences, etc. I welcome Book Reviews.   
 

We need everyoneôs cooperation to make this an 

effective publication. Be Creative! 
 

Donôt wait for reminderséput these dates 

on your calendars and plan ahead.   
 

PUBLICATION DEADLINES 
 

October 15, 2011 for Fall 2011 
Emphasis on: 

Educational Scholarship 

Spiritual Retreat Fall 2011 Reports 

Triennial Gathering Reports 

Book Reviews 
 

January 15, 2012 for Winter 2012 
Emphasis on: 

Spring Gatherings 

Region 7 Retreat 

Biennial Convention 

Book Reviews 

 

April 15, 2012 for Spring 2012 
Emphasis on: 

Spring Gathering Reports 

Biennial Convention 

Book Reviews 

 

July 15, 2012 for Summer 2012 
Emphasis on: 

Spring Gathering Reports 

New Conference Officers 

Biennial Convention 2012 

Region 7 Retreat Reports 

Book Reviews 
 

Send information to: 

Stephanie Sherry, Editor 

          5 Sherry Circle        

          West Haven, CT 06516-5535 

       (203) 932-9663      e-mail:  sisherry@snet.net 

mailto:sisherry@snet.net
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NEW ENGLAND WOMEN OF THE ELCA 
Mission Opportunity  

URGENT Reminder:  

New England Women’s Mission Project 

     Our Synod is in a Global Mission partnership with two countries, Palestine and Honduras.  In the past, 

we women of the ELCA had financially supported a young Palestinian woman through her college 

education. Currently we are supplementing the education of a young Honduran woman who aspires to 

become a Nurse Practitioner and work for the Lutheran Health Ministry in rural Honduras. 

     Karla Vfaliandares has two more years of her five year program to complete.  This year we are asking 

each unit to do a fund raiser and seek supplement Thrivent funds from the Care in Communities program. 

Please send total checks payable to the Women of the ELCA to Denise Puisto (our treasurer) 34 

Windridge  Rd, Essex Junction, VT 05462 [802-878-8929]. Mark the check Honduran Nurse. Denise will 

send our synod contribution for Karla from the past year  right after the Oct. 1 retreat ( This is the 

deadline date for this particular of fundraiser.) 

PLEASE HELP US to  HELP KARLA SO SHE CAN HELP MANY OF OUR HONDURAN SISTERS  

CURRENTLY WITHOUT HEALTH CARE.  

After the retreat, we will start a new campaign for her fourth year. 
 

A thumbnail sketch of Karla’s Honduras 
 

Honduras is a mountainous country, south of the Yucatan peninsula, with 

a long East- Westward coastline on the Atlantic. During the 80s there 

was a large migration from the small hillside farms to urban areas by 

younger people looking for work. Some helped with the building of a 

Primary Highway connecting North and South Honduras.  US engineers 

and equipment was also involved. The road meant that goods raised in 

the mountains could be more easily transported to the markets. The 

economy was on the rise.  

     In 1998, hurricane Mitch destroyed much of the infrastructure in Honduras, including much of the N-S 

highway. 2000-2003, brought climate change to the Americas. Honduras had weeks of torrential rains 

which destroyed crops, washed away soil and buildings throughout the country. 

     Rural areas were devastated and poverty became the norm. The government was unable to keep up 

with repairs from damage done by the hurricane then the flooding. As a trickle down effect, urban 

populations had soaring unemployment rates with many of the working age young people migrating to 

other countries. 

     The Lutheran Health Ministry travels between church congregations to educate and help local peoples. 

If there is a health care professional with them a clinic may be held in the church (The church may be a 

roof without walls. There are no local hospitals.) As a girl, Karla traveled with her mother who was a 

volunteer with the Health Ministry. Seeing the great need for doctors and nurses in rural areas inspired her 

to become a Nurse Practitioner. Currently she has three of the five years completed to reach her goal.  

     This past year brought a lot of civil unrest to Honduras. There were teacher strikes and a coup. The 

University of Honduras, where Karla attends was affected. Many students were unable to get into classes 

and certain courses needed for their education were not offered.  

     Karla sent a letter to Global missions indicating that despite the many disappointments she had this 

past year, she is so grateful to God for the many blessings sent her way. One of the specific blessings she 

mentions is about the interest the New England Women have had in her. She appreciated the scholarship 

we sent last year and is boosted by the thought that women from so far away care and pray for her and her 

country. She is still passionate about reducing infant mortality rates and preventing the spread of disease 

in her country. Karla still does volunteer work for the Health Ministry when she can. 
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Region 7 Spiritual Retreat  

April 27 ð 29, 2012 

 
 

òAngels Among Usó 

Hebrews 13:2 
 

Keynote Speaker  

Pastor Mary Jane Hastings,  

St. Matthew, Morristown 
 

Bible Study Leader 

 Pastor Wendy Abrahamson,  

Good Shepherd, Florham Park 
 

At The Purdy Center  

Camp of the Woods 

Speculator, NY 
 

For more information, contact OõB Rock 

obrock@comcast.net 508.431.2598 
 

The Purdy Center has motel-style rooms and modern conveniences on a 

beautiful lake.  All rooms have private baths.  It is easy to get to, has an 

indoor pool, free wi-fi, a delicious buffet, and includes 6 meals, Friday supper 

through lunch on Sunday.   

Mt. Saint Alphonsus has closed. 
Registration opens January 2012 

mailto:obrock@comcast.net
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The New England Women of the ELCA 
presents 

FEED THE WOMAN   
... The 3 rd Course é 

 

Saturday, October 1, 2011 
Trinity Lutheran Church  

73 Lancaster Street, Worcester, MA 
8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

 
 

Registration: $25  
Mail-in Registration Deadline: September 15, 2011     

Cost at the door is $30 
 

This is a day to feed and refresh the mind, body and spirit! 
 

 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER AND WORSHIP SERVICE:  This will be an opportunity 

to experience a ―Rejoicing Spirits‖ worship with Susan Lindberg-Haley who will also be the keynote 

speaker.  ―Rejoicing Spirits‖ is an inclusive, meaningful Christian worship and fellowship community that 

welcomes, embraces, values and celebrates the gifts of our brothers and sisters with intellectual disabilities, while 

lifting up God's message of love for all people. Individuals are free to be themselves while actively participating as 

contributing members in an inclusive faith community."  

 

 

Schedule of the Day  

 

8:30 am Registration, Coffee … and … 

9:00 am Morning Devotions and Greetings 

10:00 am Workshop Session I 

11:15 am Workshop Session II 

12:30 pm Lunch and Fellowship 

1:30 pm ―Rejoicing Spirits‖ Susan Lindberg-Haley, Keynote Speaker  

2:15 pm ―Rejoicing Spirits‖ Worship  

           Pastor Susan Nachtigal, Presiding & Susan Lindberg-Haley, Preacher. 
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Workshops 
 

1.  Pil grimage to the Holy Land -  Darcy Tunilaé.Last November, the New England W/ELCA 
sponsored Darcy Tunila on her trip to the Holy Land.  She will share her experiences of traveling 
and worshipping with the women from that area.  (10:00 and 11:15)  
 

2.  Bad Girls  of the Bible -  Renee Shoopé.According to Liz Curtis Higgs, who wrote ñBad Girls 
of the Bible and What We can Learn from Themò, Jezebel and Delilah have plenty to teach 
us.  In a DVD, Liz tells stories based on the lives of biblical characters including Eve, Potiphar's 
Wife, and the Woman at the Well. (10:00 and 11:15)  

 

3.  Colors of Christmas -  Alice Carlsoné.Come explore the workshop which will be about 
program resource materials available from the Women of the ELCA. Participants will be able to 
view several programs that can be used within their own units. Each will create an 
ornament representing her own Christmas reflections. (11:15 only)  
 

4.  Sacred Spaces -  Annie Boemigé.Just as good nutrition, hygiene, diet, and exercise are part 
of the continuum of care for the body, a personal sacred space for prayer, meditation and 
spiritual thought is part of the spiritual self -care.  Learn how you can create your own private 

place where you can practice and strengthen your relationship with God.  (10:00 only)  
 

5.  Zumba -  Shelly Lancianié.Come and enjoy a new dance/exercise experience!  (Beginner 
class at 10:00, Advanced Beginner Class at 11:15) 
  

6.  Worcester Art Museum Tour é.Enjoy a guided tour of Women in Art at a world class art 
museum.  Admission to the museum is free.  We will collect $2.00 for the docent before we walk 
across the street to the museum. (10:00 and 11:15)  

  

7.  Needlework, Chat and Share é.A comfortable room will be available for women to relax 
and share needlework projects/activities.  We will have the pattern, needles & yarn for a hat that 
you can knit for the Seafarers or you can bring your own project.  Ruth Setaro, Chaplain for the 
Seafarers & International Mission will be with us and Liz Burgess and Paula Rosenbeck will be 
your instructors on how to knit or crochet.  (10:00 and 11:15)  
 

8.  Bible Study, ñSabbath, Gift of Godò - Pastor Alice Kerr Laird, Associate to the Bishopé.  
She will share her sabbatical project which was Sabbath as a steward lifestyle. (10:00 and 11:15)  
 

GIFTS-IN-KIND:   There are two opportunitiesé. 
 

1.  Non- perishable food and personal care items for all ages will go to the Carty 

Cupboard at the Wesley United Methodist Church, Worcester, MA.  
 

2.  In additionéyou are invited to bring one (1) book that will be taken to the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan & the Holy Land (ELCJHL) in November.  The book 

will be added to their school library so books for children of all ages will be 

accepted.  (Many ñChapter Booksò are in a series so if each woman from your unit 

would li ke to bring one from the series you might be able to give a whole series.)  
 

OR if you prefer ,  you can order a book, or books, online and it will be mailed 

directly to the school. Go to www.ELCJHL.org    Click on ñSupport our Ministriesò and 

then ñELCJHL Libraries projectò. There you will see the list of books and their cost.  

You can have them shipped directly to Wartburg Seminary, 333 Wartburg Place, DuBuque, 

IA 52003  
 

PLEASE REMEMBERéif you are bringing a book with yo u to the retreat, please only 

one per person  as they will be packed in the luggage of those going on the next 

pilgrimage.  

 

Worship Offering – ½ of the offering will be given to the ―Rejoicing Spirits‖ and ½ to the New 

England Women of the ELCA for their on-going ministries. 

 

http://www.elcjhl.org/
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REGISTRATION 
 

Feed the Woman:  The 3rd Course 
October 1, 2011 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
73 Lancaster St, Worcester, MA 

8:30 am ï 3:00 pm 
 

Registration:  $25 
Mail-in Registration Deadline: September 15, 2011 

$30 at the door  
 

Questions?  Please contact: 
Stephanie Sherry (203) 932-9663 (Home)   sisherry@snet.net 

Kristin Fredrickson (603) 252-7921 (cell)   Kris_sie45@hotmail.com 
 

Make checks payable to:  New England Women of the ELCA  
 

Detach and mail registration to: Ursula Paradis, 540 Burton Road, Beacon Falls, CT 

06403 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Name________________________________      Phone_____________________ 
 

Church____________________________    Conference_____________________ 
 

Address____________________________________________________________ 
 

E- mail_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Workshop Choices (List number or name from Workshop Descriptions)                
   1st  choice                          2nd Choice 

  
    10:00            _____________     _______________ 
      

    11:15        _____________    _______________ 
        

Special Dietary 
Needs_____________________________________________________ 
 

____I need child care ($5.00 for the day for each child - please list their ages)  
_______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______ _____ 
 

Space is limited in some of the workshops, so register early to insure your first 
choice!  
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Directions to Trinity Lutheran Church  

FROM THE EAST  - Mass Pike (I- 90) Exit 1 ï Route 290 West 
 Exit 18 toward route 9  (Lincoln Square)                   0.2mi 

 Slight right onto Lincoln St. (MA route 70 S)            0.1mi 

 Slight right onto Concord St.                                      0.1 mi 

      Concord St. becomes Salisbury St .                       0.1 mi 

 Left onto Lancaster St.  (the yellow church on the corner) 
 

FROM THE WEST - Mass Pike (I-90) ï Exit 10 to Route 290 East 
 Follow through downtown to Exit 17 – Belmont Street (Route 9)  

 At the end of the ramp turn left, go down the hill; at the bottom of the hill bear right.  

 At the first traffic light, bear left. 

Continue through two more lights to the 3
rd

 set of lights and take a left onto Lancaster 

 Street.  Trinity Lutheran is the yellow church on the corner. 
 

Overnight accommodation Suggestions: 

  Hotels within 5 min. walk of Trinity Lutheran Church: 
 

* Courtyard by Marriot, 72 Grove St.  (508 )363-0300  (There is a block of rooms reserved with 

a cutoff date of September 1
st
.  A reduced rate will be given when you mention Women of the 

ELCA when you reserve a room by Sept 1
st
). 

  

* Hilton Garden Inn, 35 Major Taylor Blvd. (508) 753-5700  
 

* Additional options are available on the internet. 

 

 

Triennial report highlights our partnership with you 
 

Included with this month’s issue of Interchange is a copy of our newly published 2008ï2011 Triennial Report, 

which offers snapshot views of the ministries and programs supported by your generous gifts over the past three 

years.  

This piece is an excellent way to show what Women of the ELCA do in partnership with the women of this 

church and for the people in our communities. The report is organized by the words of our purpose statement, 

illustrating how the entirety of our work is driven by and lived out through our mission and purpose. From Bible 

studies to global education, grant-making to intergenerational programming, anti-racism education to our award-

winning e-zine for young women, this triennial report illustrates the churchwide organization’s stewardship of the 

offerings you have given and entrusted to us.  

Included also are the fiscal year financial reports for 2008, 2009 and 2010, which show not only the ways in 

which we receive offerings but the manner in which we have organized your faithful financial support into four 

main areas: programs, communication, operations and governance.  

Our triennial report was given to all delegates and gathering participants last month at the 8th Triennial 

Convention and Gathering in Spokane, Washington. You can download this report as well as our full range of 

stewardship and giving materials at www.womenoftheelca.org. Click on ―Stewardship and Offerings.‖  

We hope you will share this report, not only with the women in your unit, but with others in your congregation 

so that they will know and appreciate the work we have accomplished!  
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NEW ENGLAND – W/ELCA 
 

2010-2012 Synodical Board Members 

 

President   
Marci Sharp  

7 Prospect Court  

Brookfield, CT 06804  

(H) (203) 775-4657  

e-mail: bowmanrae@aol.com  

Prince of Peace, Brookfield, CT 

  

Secretary 
Stephanie Sherry 

5 Sherry Circle 
West Haven, CT  06516 

(H) (203) 932-9663   
e-mail: sisherry@snet.net 

First, West Haven, CT 

 

Vice President 
Elizabeth (Liz) B. Burgess 

48 Rodrigue Heights  

Augusta, ME  04330  

(Ph) (207) 619-1949  

e-mail: weburgess@gmail.com 

Prince of Peace, Augusta, ME  

 

Treasurer 
Denise Puisto 

34 Windridge Road 

Essex Junction, VT 05462 

(H) 802-878-8928  

e-mail: vtfinns@msn.com 
Ascension Lutheran, S. Burlington, VT 

 

Board Members  
 

Alice Carlson  

1245 Summer Street  

Bridgewater, MA 02324  

(H) (508) 697-3445  

e-mail: pcarlson99@comcast.net  

First Lutheran, Brockton, MA  

 

Patricia Kelly 
249 Maple Street 

Bangor ME  04401 

(H) (207) 990-4967 

e-mail: pekelly@roadrunner.com 

Redeemer Lutheran, Bangor, ME 

 

O’Bryan Rock 

30 Thacher Street 

Attleboro, MA 03701-4916 

(H) 508-431-2598 

e-mail: obrock@comcast.net 

Immanuel, Attleboro, MA 
 

 

Kristin Fredrickson 

161 Canaan Street  

Canaan, NH 03741   

(H) (603) 252-7921  

e-mail: Kris_sie45@hotmail.com  

Our Savior, Hanover, NH  

 

Ursula Paradis 

540 Burton Road 

Beacon Falls, CT  06403 

(H) (203) 632-8532 

e-mail: edandursula@sbcglobal.net  

Good Shepherd, Monroe, CT 

 

 

Louise A. Shaw 
12 Cascade Flat 

Gorham, NH  03581-1013 

(H) (603) 752-7588 

e-mail: LouiseS@SHAWcomm.com 

St. Paul’s, Berlin, NH 

 

 

Sister Virginia Strahan (Board 

Liaison)  

New England Synod Office  

20 Upland Street   

Worcester, MA 01607  

(W) 508-791-1530 Ext. 103 

e-mail: sisterv@nesynod.org

REMEMBER  
You can also find this information at   

http://www.newenglandsynod.org/partners

/124-new-england-women-of-the-elca 
 

Next Deadline is October 15, 2011.   

We would like to hear from you! 
 

Check us out on FACEBOOK 

 

 

mailto:sisherry@snet.net
mailto:weburgess@gmail.com
http://us.mc807.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=vtfinns@msn.com
mailto:pekelly@roadrunner.com
mailto:obrock@comcast.net
mailto:edandursula@sbcglobal.net
mailto:LouiseS@SHAWcomm.com
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NELLIE’S NOTES 
 New England Lutheran Ladies In Evangelism 

 

Women of the ELCA Purpose Statement 

   As a community of women, 

     created in the image of God, 

     called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and 

    empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

 

          We commit ourselves to  

    grow in faith, 

    affirm our gifts 

    support one another in our callings 

    engage in ministry and action, and 

    promote healing and wholeness 

     in the church 

     the society         

           and the world. 

 

 

 

NEW ENGLAND WOMEN OF THE  

 EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
    A Source of Information for Congregational Units Sent Quarterly  
               by your New England Women of the ELCA Board 
 

Opinions expressed within this newsletter are not necessarily those of your Synodical Board, but of the individual authors 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NE/WELCA – Stephanie Sherry        

5 Sherry Circle 

West Haven, CT  06516-5535 

 

 

Dated Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE MAILED: 

      Dated material-Please Deliver Promptly  

 

 

           

           

 SUMMER   2011                 

 

 


